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pi'essions, we have the idea of being transformed into some
kind of animal, the perception of foul odours, when none
exist; presence of auricular delusion when no sound is
audible to the sane, and of imaginary visions when no
object is present.

Illusions are the improper interpretations and conceptions
of things actually present and seen, e.g., the morbid
impression that the food is poisoned; that a voice or sound
which actually exists is something else ; that an individual
present is some one else and so on.

The difference between hallucination and illusion is well
exemplified by stating that in hallucination a sound heard
or an object seen is purely imaginary; whilst in illusion,,
something is really present, but it is improperly inter-
preted by the patient. Both signs of insanity are generally
present in the same case. These are two of the most
important signs of insanity, and especially of mania and
monomonia, although they may be met with in a few acute
diseases.

A Lucid interval is an entire cessation of mental derange-
ment for a time. The patient appears to have completely
recovered his normal intellectual state. The length of
time during which the lucid interval lasts varies in
different crises, but it is always followed by a relapse of the
symptoms of insanity and then the lucid interval again
appears. This is the "recurrent mania'* of Lord Coke,
who defined this state as "a lunatic that hath sometimes his
understanding and sometimes not,, Aliquando, gaudit lucidis
intervallis and therefore he is called nan compos mentis so
long as he hath no understanding."

There is some difficulty in framing* a definition of
insanity that would comprehend the various forms of this
state. Most definitions express either too much, or too
little. We would define insanity as a condition in which
the intellectual faculties or moral sentiments or animal
propensities, any one of them or all, have their free action
destroyed by disease either congenital or acquired during
life-time. It is a disorder of the brain affecting the